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The Strokkur geysir erupting, one of the sights in Luminary Experiences' tour of Iceland. INSPIRED BY

ICELAND

Given the enduring interest in celebrities and the constant search for a new
way to see a destination, it shouldn’t be surprising that the two are combining
in an upcoming series of tours called Luminary Experiences-Tailored Trips
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with the Notable. Some are truly notable, others a little less so but all seem
likely to imbue popular destinations with a somewhat different twist.

Travelers tour the Eiffel Tower in Paris with a descendant of creator Gustav Eiffel.  NIKADA

The trips kick off this August with one of the truly notables as host: Pulitzer
Prize winning historian Doris Kearns Goodwin on a trip to Paris and
Normandy. Guests stay at the classic Right Bank hotel Le Bristol Paris, tour
the Eiffel Tower (assuming it’s not closed by a strike) with a descendant of
creator Gustav Eiffel and tour landmarks of the German occupation of the city,
the exact itinerary customized to interest. The next day brings something
completely different: retracing the steps of Marie Antoinette with stops at
some of her favorite haunts ending at Place de la Revolution, now Place de la
Concorde, where she spent her final minutes before the guillotine.

http://theluminaryexperiences.com/
https://doriskearnsgoodwin.com/
https://www.oetkercollection.com/hotels/le-bristol-paris/
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The American military cemetery in Colleville-sur-mer, Normandy. Photo by Christian Böhmer/picture ...

[+]  PICTURE ALLIANCE VIA GETTY IMAGES

Moving on to Normandy by a drive along the coast there is a visit to Honfleur,
the picturesque fishing village where art galleries are now popping up in 17
century salt warehouses. The next day, travelers experience the D-Day beaches
including Omaha Beach and Utah Beach  in the company of another historian,
Mark Lane, who specializes in World War II history. A particularly sobering
stop is at the American Cemetery at Colleville sur Mer.
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The Gullfoss waterfall in southwest Iceland. Photo by Patrick Gorski/NurPhoto via Getty Images

NURPHOTO VIA GETTY IMAGES

A completely different experience is being offered the following month in
Iceland hosted by Hafþór Júlíus Björnsson, winner of The Strongest Man In
the World and for Game of Thrones fans, the actor who played Gregor “The
Mountain” Clegane. Apart from having tales to tell from behind the scenes of
that international phenomenon, the 6’9” Reykjavik native will show off some
of the natural wonders for which the country is famous.
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Langjokull glacier. Photo by Philippe ROY/Gamma-Rapho via Getty Images  GAMMA-RAPHO VIA GETTY IMAGES

Among them: Raufarholshellir Lava Tunnel which stretches for nearly a mile,
the active Strokkur Geysir which shoots water 90 feet in the air every five
minutes and the Gullfoss waterfall, a majestic twin waterfall powered by
thousands of tons of icy water from the Langjökull glacier. Other activities
include a journey four hundred feet down into the base of the extinct
Thrihnukagigur volcano, an ice walk along the Solheimajokull glacier and a
food safari through Reykjavik’s active restaurant scene. To finish up: a restful
stay at the truly beautiful and relaxing Retreat at Blue Lagoon Iceland.

One of the private areas of the Blue Lagoon.  THE RETREAT AT BLUE LAGOON ICELAND

Other trips are also in development: a jaunt through Marrakech and the Atlas
Mountains with actor B.D. Wong and a culinary discovery of Naples and
Sorrento with chef Simone Flaco of Eataly. Projected for next year, something
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https://www.bluelagoon.com/accommodation/retreat-hotel
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of a recreation of her role in HBO’s “Big Little Lies:” a yoga trip with actress
Zoe Kravitz.

Follow me on Twitter. 
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